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LETTER FROM BISHOP BEVAN. 
Bishop’s House, 3 
-Chiihsien, Szechwan, 
Free China. 


* August 7th, 1945. 

Dear Friends of the Diocese, : 
After the month of June, spent on holiday in Yunnan, we have 
returned much refreshed to prépare for the autumn’s work. Being up 


_ at our bungalow between Chiihsien and Tachu, we are able to. keep 


full office hours, impossible in the heat of the valleys. 
This is our Jubilee year, and last autumn it was decided to hold 


J ubilee meetings in Langchung and to call. Synod together, which has 


not been possible for some seven years. I have applied for a grant 
from some special funds at the disposal of the House of Bishops to 
help with Synod expenses and we are now going ahead with final 
arrangements. Our fiftieth anniversary falls on St. Luke's Day, 


- October 18th, on- which day in 1895 Bishop Cassels was consecrated 


in Westminster Abbey. (This will be a also the fifth anniversary of my 
consecration.) Meetings will be held-from October 14th to 21st in 


Langchung. To gather clergy and delegates from such a wide area 


will not be easy, for the furthest off will have to travel ten days each 
way, but we feel firstly that we ought to meet on such an important 


occasion and then the occasion itself gives us the opportunity for 


calling Synod together, which might be postponed indefinitely waiting. 

for easier conditions. It seems like a duty, too, to those who have © 
gone before us, for it is the diocese of Eastern Szechwan which was 
ruled by the General Synod of 1937 to be the successor of the old 
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West China Disciee, while West ‘Szechwan dates its foundation from 
the time*of the division, St. Paul’s Day, 1937. | 

on In Langchung, a Preparation Committee is at work, planning foe 
_.. the reception of those who will attend. They are seeing, too, to the 
further tempordry repair of the Cathedral, which after the bombing 
of 1941 had to be closed for services. | 
In my printed circular to the diocese I have said that there will 
be much business to be done in the Synod, but that the most important 
subject with which we shall have to de4l is that of how the work of 
God among us may be revived. There is little of progress to report 
but much that grieves from almost every pastorate, cases of individual 
backsliding and in some cases the complete petering out of what 
appeared formerly to be flourishing causes. 

Discussing the—situation with my wife, I affirmed my personal 
belief that every circumstance which from the human point of view — 
might be calculated to discourage and depress is to the Christian. only 
a fresh call to an extended faith in God; that is, our faith in God is 
made to cover this fresh situation and wring victory from apparent 
defeat. In 2 Peter, 1:5, we are told to add—as a spiritual quality— 
to faith, virtue, which may in plain modern English be translated, 
“* Manliness.” I came-across in my recent reading a quotation made 
I think from a book by Dean Stanley. I quote from memory only, 
_ but with fair accuracy, for the thought has burned itself deep into my 
soul: ‘‘ Manliness is not only courage, but is that quality of spirit 
which makes it a point of honour never to be discouraged or dis- 
mayed, however great the difficulties and opposition may be.” Can 
- we not make it a point of honour to trust our Almighty God under all 
circumstances? If we trust we can never be discouraged or dismayed, 
except for a fleeting moment. This is not facile optimism, for it faces 
_ facts and relies upon the greatest fact of all, one eternal and un- 

changeable, the omnipotence of God. 
,I want to share with you in advance my message to the Synou. | 
This letter should be published in the October issue of the Bulletin 
and be in your hands as we meet. God has laid on my heart the 
words of the prophet, Haggai, in Chapter 2, vv. 4, 5 (R.V.), “Be 
Strong . .. and work, for I am with you .. . according to the word 
ie convenarited with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit 


" ever seriously we may have either individually or corporately forsaken 
Him. His Presence, as in the Exodus, is unseen and spiritual, but in 
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abode among you: fear ye not.” God has not yet forsaken us, how- 


mighty power. Our hands have hung down and our knees have been | 
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feeble: God's call is to be strong, “strengthened with might by His 
Spirit.” Our attitude has been defeatist: God renews His call to 
work. Some progress we have made in self-government and self- 
support and now we must become self-propagating and evangelistic 
or die. A vision of God’s Omnipotence and Love is the cure for all 
our weakness and the healing balm for our broken spirits. | 
| At the Synod I think that Bishop Ku will definitely announce his 
resignation at the end of the year. Some have already been generously 
contributing to the fund for providing for him in his retirement. This 
fund will probably be closed at the end of the year. x 

As to our furlough:* I feel I must wait until the release of our . 
daughters from Weihsien . either actual or probably about to take © 
place. Plans are already in hand whereby I may be relieved of Missicn > 
responsibilities at any time: diocesan matters can, of course, all be 
dealt with by’the Archdeacons during my absence. 
Earnestly desiring your prayers; I remain, — 
Yours in Christ’s Service, 

K. G. BEVAN, 
Bishop. 
LETTER FROM BISHOP MAXWELL. | | 
As from: The Church Missionary Society, 
: _ Salisbury Square, E.C.4. 


6.9.45. 
Dear Friends of West China, 


Travelling by bus in West China these days reminds one of a 
recent picture in “ Punch.” A stout sailor is sitting in a crowded rail- 
way compartment and is resting his elbow on the knee of a young lady | 
who seems to be rather agitated. “ We shan’t ’alf fill up at Exeter!” is 


his comment. The main difference in West China is that you more than ~ : 


fill up before you start, and loud altercations result between the driver 
and a cargo of human beings perched rather dangerously on the roof 
of the vehicle. When Bishop Song, Mrs. Ch’en and I recently travelled 
to Mienyang, we had this type of experience, It was impossible to 
count the number of people inside because one could hardly turn round. © 
And when Bishop Song returned alone to Chengtu, he told us after- 
wards that some of the humans on top were replaced by a large crate 
of hens who had no respect at all for the honourable people below. 


The transformation in the situation at MIENYANG over a seeiod 


of seventeen years is almost unbelievable. Seventeen years ago the — 
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military occupied our Schools and Church Premises. Some soldiers 
were seen gambling before the Communion Table in the Conference 
Hall. Opium-smokers filled our guest rooms with their sickly fumes. 
The loud quarrelling of women and the moaps of men who were being 
beaten, constantly disturbed the peace of the compounds. On the 
occasion of the visit of Bishop Song to the School this time, the most 
influential people in the city came to express their appreciation of what 
the School had already done, and to request that in the near future 
we would build a Senior Middle School there also. In the Conference 
Hall that had been desecrated by soldiers, the District Governor, the 
_Mienyang Magistrate, the Principals of sevéral Middle Schools, and 
some seventy other leading citizens came to hear the Christian message | 
from Bishop Song as he spoke on “ Life and Death.” The transitori- 


ness of this life and the reality and glory of the life-to-come were 


portrayed from ‘the Scriptures and the Chinese Classics with such 
vividness, that no one could escape the challenge to put to saps the 
carnal life, and to live after the Spirit. 

, A Baptism Service was held the next day, and eight young an of 
the local “‘ Youth Corps ” were admitted into the Church: Concerning 
this event one is not quite so happy. One learnt afterwards that they 
had not been given that preparation that is necessary. And at the 
present time there are many people who are joining the Church from 
mixed motives. Synod will deal with this problem this summer at its 
‘Standing Committee. The Revs. F. Lin and D. Sargent have been asked 
to make out a course of preparation for this type of person, and one 
trusts that in future such courses will be used before admission is > 
granted. Douglas Sargent was at Mienyang with us, too, and he and’ 
I spoke to the students of the S.M.S. from Shantung, in English, a total 
of four times. Seventeen of these students have now enrolled them- 
selves into a Bible Class under the leadership of the Rev. T'ang Shih 
Ch’en at our Yoh Teh Middle School. On the final day Bishop Song 
and I spoke to a large number of principals, teachers and about a 
thousand Middle School students 1 in the new Assembly Hatf‘in the park 
at Mienyang. | 

A debt of gratitude is due to the Rudds, and Chaplain C. H. % 
Peaden of the American Air Force, at KWANGHAN, for the very close 
co-operation which they effected between the Chinese Church and the 
officers and men who attended services at the Base. Chaplain Peaden 
has shown fine gifts of leadership in arousing the interest of the airmen 


__in missionary work in China... It-would-be very easy for these men to | 


get a one-sided view of China and things Chinese, just as it is all too 


4 


4 

LAG 

3 

|_| 


easy for Chinese chureh-members to- get wrong impressions of the . 
airmen. The-collections at the Base have been for a large number of 
missionary projects out here, &nd we in this Diocese have to thank the 
airmen for gifts amounting to nearly $190,000.00. This money has 
been used to help furnish a small chapel for the students at Yoh Teh 
School; to provide improved lighting facilities at St. John’s Church, 
Chengtu; to furnish the Chongpa Church; to improve the\ furnishings 
of the Chongchiang Church; to help the work at the Mienchu “Hospital; 
and, finally, to, beautify the new Church at Kwanghan. In my last 
letter to you I [mentioned that we were obliged to rent out the rooms of 
the property that Pastor Wang used to occupy, and allow him to occupy 
the premises that the Rudds had. The large hall that is in this com- 
pound has been turned into a most attractive Church, probably now the 
- most attractive church in the Diocese, for it is so entirely Chinese, and 
was originally an ancestral hall of a most artistic nature. This church | 
was consecrated last Sunday by Bishop Song for the purposes of 
worship. Bishop Song and I were invited to preach at three services 
at the Base in the morning and evening, and I took a Communion 
Service in the afternoon. Then at 7 p.m., Chaplain Peaden brought 
about seventy officers and men to the*Chinese service in the city. We 
sang “ Onward, Christian soldiers” and other hymns together in Chinese 
and English. Prayers and notices were also bilingual, Bishop Song 
presented two beautiful scrolls to the air-base, officials from the city 
government expressed their gratitude to the airmen, a reply was made 
by one of their officers and a gift of $50,000 was made to the Diocese, 
and then one of the sergeants who intends to enter the ministry later 
gave a fine testimony to his spiritual experience, and another officer 
sang “Abide with Me.” Finally Chaplain Peaden gave us a stirring |. 
message on the “ Holy Spirit” (it was Whitsunday, most appropriately) — 

and this was interpreted. After the Blessing, the airmen stayed behind 


for tea and cakes, and expressed their very real appreciation of what 


to them had been a rich experience. | 

_ It has been a great joy to meet many of you once more arid to 
exchange experiences of the past five years. Gratitude to God for His 
-protection of you, and a true sense of pride in the way you have stood - 
up to the exacting tests of war, have filled one’s heart and mind. I hope 
to’ be able to meet most of you and thank you personally for the way 
- you have stood behind the Church in China, and helped her to weather 
the storm. | 

wife and I left Chengtu on une 20th by 

lass (I have a very vivid memory now of strapping on our parachutes - 
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td 
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Day Langchung. 


just before the plane started!) From Kunming we travelled by a Chinese 


| plane. There were too many clouds about for us to get a good view 


of the Himalayas, but we did our share of “ bumping.” At Calcutta 
we met the three new workers for China, Misses U. Nash and P. Kelly, 
and the Rev. A. Lee, and had a very happy fellowship with them. 


After a month’s rest at Kalimpong, one of the attractive hill-resorts 


of Bengal, we went with David (who had been at the C.I.M. School 
there) to Bombay. Here we met the Rev. J. Haynes who had just 
arrived from Australia, and who was hoping to be able to catch up the 
other three who were waiting for air transport from Calcutta to Kun- 
ming. One thanks God for these new workers, and trusts that many 
more will be forthcoming in the near future. | 

We travelled from Bombay to Liverpool by troopship, completing 
the voyage in nineteen days. Many opportunities for Christian service 


_ were afforded us on board, but the crowded quarters, especially for 


those with children, made life very exacting. One wishes that we could 


have been with some of you to celebrate VJ Day. On board ghip we 


had a special thanksgiving service on the Wednesday evening and on 
the following Sunday, The minds of those who had come from China 
went back to this beloved country in the hour of victory. Those of us 


~ from West Szechwan thought especially of Bishop and Mrs. Song, all 


the Chinese workers in the various parishes, and the few missionaries 
who remaiti. | | 
Grace and I naturally thought of the release of Bishop Ward from 


Shanghai, and of our own daughter from Weihsien, and I am glad to 


be able to write that we have since had a cable from the latter recording 
that the American Air Force have already arrived there, and that she 
hopes to be reunited with us soon. | | | 
3 With kindest regards, 
Your sincere friend, 
ALEC MAXWELL, 
Assistant Bishop. 


STATION NOTES. 


Since the evacuation of so many missionaries in the winter, none 
have been engaged in Church work locally, though Miss Carpenter has 


spent part of her time helping Miss Wang Ts’ong-chen, who since the 


beginning of the year has been here as Lady-worker. Miss Wang being 
a local person is finding certain difficulties ie that account and we 
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need to pray that these may not make it necessary for her to seek 
a change of. sphere. Rev. .Wang Kung-ai continues in charge and 
having surrendered his salary, is supporting himself, being a doctor 
of some repute in Chinese medical methods, which are still popular 
and amazingly effective in certain cases. ,From April 21st to May 
17th the Diocesan Evangelists, Messrs. Keo Tvien-t’ai and Ch’en 

Ts’ong-tao held a month’s mission in Tsangki, a small city 60 li from 
here, where no regular congregation meets. They did open-air preach- 


ing and visiting daily, and held instruction classes in the evenings. 


Mr. Wang Kung-ai and Miss Carpenter both spent a few days with 
them too. Over ten people wrote their names down as being interested,. 
while four, all educated young people, filled in decision cards. At 
the end of the time, two men and two women, who had been received 
as catechumen a year or more before, were baptised. 

The work of the Hospital has continued as usual in spite of the: 
upheaval caused by the evacuation of missionaries and the perennial. 
shortage of trained nurses. In June a great loss was sustained in the 
death by drowning when bathing of Mr. Han, a trained male nurse 
from Pekin, who had been not only a great strength on the nursmg 


- side in charge of the men’s wards, but a good spiritual influence. Rev. 


David and Mrs. Hsii have been doing\an excellent work as leaders of 
the spiritual side of the work. Some recently have professed faith im 
Christ, among them a Buddhist priest in for an operation. One of | 
those who signed a decision card at Tsangki, the most hopeful of all, 
had been recently a patient in Langchung and much impressed there. 


_ Simtientze. Miss Carpenter has been spending quite a little while 
here this summer seeking to revive interest in those who through ack. 
of shepherding have grown cold. : 


_ Day 4. Kwangyuan. 


Since the Separture of the Malins, no missionary has beem, 
appointed, but an American refugee from the North, Miss Paulina. 
Foote, of the Mennonite Mission, has been given permission by the 
C.I.M. to live in the missionary’s residence, and Rev. Yang Si-tuan 
has written quite warmly of the help given by her. She has been, 
when resident in Kwangyuan, working with Miss Ting U-lien, the 


_ lady worker engaged by the pastorate. Miss Ting has been continuing ~ 


the classes for women and has been rejoicing in some new additions: 


is also responsible for the School. 


Day 5. Pachung. 7 
' The main thing to report is the opening of a Church Kindergarten 
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this spring in*charge of Miss.Ts’ao Kueh-hua (as she is still known © 
according to Chinese custom seeing she is a teacher, though she has 
been married for some three years to a cousin of Archdeacon Ts’ai). 
_It_is a most popular venture, and they have, had to take fifty more 
children than they originally planned. About half term they held a 
_ Mothers’ Day and invited parents. The teachers demonstrated various 

_ sides of school life, the children sang and the time was closed with a 
Gospel address to the mothers. There is opportunity, too, given daily 
for preaching the Gospel to the servants who come to escort their 
small charges. The Young People’s Fellowship has flourished in’ 
numbers though attendance has not been regular: some thirty to forty 
come but not the same each week. Just after Easter, Miss Ammonds 
Was allowed to return and was given a grand welcome back. Miss 
Chia Pen-chen has done quite well in her work, but has been absorbed | 
rather into the Kindergarten, from which it is hoped she will now be | 
entirely freed. Old Pastor Liao was not at all well early in the year 
and thought that he would have to go to hospital, but that vuait has 
been postponed as his condition improved. — 


Day 6. Nanpu. 

‘There is little to report of progress or indeed anything encourag- 
ing at all. All have been deeply saddened by the serious fall of one 
of the leading younger men in the Church and we need to pray that 
this will bring an awakening to the whole.Christian group there. At 
Futsunyi old Mr. Chang Siian-t’ang, who is in deacon’s orders, is in 
charge of the whole pastorate but it is far too large for him to work, 
- and they hope to have a young evangelist to help him with country 
visiting. Archdeacon Wang visited the whole arial in May. 


Day 7. Yingshan. | 
‘ The great need is for a worker, preferably ala of course,’ 
. to take charge, but their local funds are insufficient and we have no 


_ fmissionary to appoint to help them over until these can be increased 


to the point where they can support a worker. 


Day 8. Nanchung. 

_ Congregations have improved and the Young People’ Ss Fellowship 

has grown. At the end of the summer term on one Sunday they 
arranged a visit to the country for a meeting of witness at the home 

of one of the members. Mr. Harris has done good work teaching 

English in the County Middle School, and it is mainly from his con- 
tacts that the Fellowship has grown. At the end of term a number 
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from his dees came to tell him that they v were ineitoases with the 
Gospel and were determined to study it, while several professed to 
believe and have bought New Testaments. Numbers at the Sunday - 
afternoon Bible Class have increased. The meetings for educated 
people in Dr. Clara Chang’s home have continued —er this 
is mainly Archdeacon Wang’s work. | 


‘Days 9-11. Kwangan. 
i See. P’an, with his wife and his mother, who, while not a salaried 

worker, is a great help, have continued the work since the departure 
of the missionaries, and it is a joy to be able to report conversions. 

A few senior students have been led to Christ, and a man, Mr. Liu 
Cheng-hong, formerly an ‘officer in one of the provincial armies and 
later in a responsible position in the local government. He and two 
women were baptised on July 8th. The Kwangan Church Council is 
giving half the salaries for the second half of this year and full support 
from the beginning of 1946. In January, Mr. Liu Ping-hui moved 
from Linshui to Yochih, but continues to help the former, living part 
of the time in each place. We hope that the Yochih Church will 
provide half of his salary and Linshui pay his travelling a , 


Day 12. Chiihsien. | 
In the winter, Miss Pauline Mao came from ‘Chungking for meet- 
ings, almost entirely drawing-room meetings for educated folk who 
had not yet believed the Gospel. Though it is not easy to point to 
definite conversions, several were interested and afterwards came to 
Bible readings on Rom. 1 to 8. The doctor of the local Health 
Administration, who has a Christian background, has been deeply 
impressed during past months while passing through a time of sorrow 
and trial. Rev. Chang Hsiao-yu and Mr. Derbyshire have visited 
country churches’a few times. Miss Lan T’ien-fuh is living at Ch’ing-. 
ch’i- and working there entirely. Mr. Derbyshire is secretary 
of the Scripture Union for Free China, responsible for printing and 
distribution. Some thirteen hundred booklets are issued annually. 
_ Advertising and distribution provide a eed problem in war-time : 
China. 


Day 13. Tachu. | 
Rev. Lo Li-pin has for a long time been asking for a year’s leave 


~~~ to return home and this will probably take effect at the end of Septem- 


ber. So far no appointment of a successor has been made. The 
members of the W.M.S.L. have been continuing the women’s weekly 
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meetings: numbers have been small, but it is excellent that they have | 


been carrying on at all as none of them sitet had any training. 


Day 14. Tahsien. 

Dr. Gray stayed on i ee the other missionaries had to 
leave and his temporary hospital work has been much appreciated 
both by the patients and the Church folk who have done their best 
- to. help in the spiritual side of it. Through this medical service a 
- new work has started at T’ing-tze-p’u, 45 Ji south of Tahsien, where 
there are several new believers. Since Mr. Skinner left, the bulk of 


the work has fallen on Mr. Ts’ai Pih-hsiien; responsibilities have been | 


shouldered by the local Church Council in an encouraging way. ee 
- gregations have increased. The Primary School is continuing with 
Miss Huang K’eh-ch’ien as headmistress, but the Women’s School has 
been closed down now that the last of the students has passed out. 
_ Misses Wang En-tien and Lo Hsin-ch’uen are doing a certain amount 
of voluntary self-supporting work, but their time for this is limited. 


¢Suanhan. Young Mr. Kueh T’ai-hsiiin has been doing good work 
in this pastorate, which now is sending him to the Chungking Theo- | 


logical Seminary, which = is under the principalship of Rev. Marcus 
Cheng. 


Day 16. Liangshan. 
~The biggest change that has taken place in the wntle: here for 


many years was the departure.last Christmas time of Mrs. Robinson 


and Miss Barber for England. They have been associated with 


-Liangshan for so long that it is difficult to think. of the work without | 


them. How much does the Church here owe to their love and 
_ labours! For five years now we have had no full-time Chinese worker. 
This is the greatest need for which we ask prayer. The danger of air 


raids, which wrought such havoc a few years ago and scattered the 


_. Christians, has passed away, but the people are returning only gradu- 


ally, so church life is still broken up, and small wonder that some 


believers have grown cold and some have fallen. We thank God all 
the more for those who have remained true. There are many non-— 


_Provincials in the district, with Christians among them. Only a very 
few, however, have associated themselves with the local Church. 
Finally we have an American Air Force barracks in the vicinity, 
_ which complicates every department of life. Mr. Temple has been 


acting as chaplain for the last few months while at the same time | 


continuing ordinary missionary work. This new opening, though 


i 
i} . 
4 
a 
a 
a 
4 4 
| 
Hid 
| 
4 
fi 
= 
4a 
j 4 


siiieasits it can only be partly. taken advantage of, has met with not 
a little encouragement. 3 | 
_ ‘Tienkiang. In February, Rev, Bernard and Mrs. Adeney had to 
leave Tahsien on their way to Chungking but they waited at Tienkiang — 
where they have been able to remain with Miss Wang En-ts’eh. Over 


. Easter, special meetings were held by Miss Pauline Mao from Chung- 


king and these have proved a real blessing to many. May the blessing : 
go deeper and be more permanent! Another thing for which to praise 


God_ is that the Church Property court case which has been dragging 


_ on for ears-has been decided in favour of the Church by the 
Supreme Court in Chungking. Guidance is needed as to. what should 
be the next step. The present is not too good a time to do anything 
but necessary building and so we trust that the Church people will be | 
willing to concentrate their energies on building up the spiritual Church. _ 
It is planned to hold an evangelistic campaign in one of the country | 
markets in November and also a four days’ Bible School over Christmas 
for city and country Christians. Please prepare the way by prayer for | 


both these efforts. 


Day 17. Kaihsien. 
The work in most of the Kaihsien churches seems to be making 
' good progress under the leadership of the Rev. Ning Wei-tao. Their 
great advantage is having good endowments, enabling them, with money 
from collections each year, to maintain a staff of two clergy, three 
evangelists and two Jady workers, to serve thirteen churches, city and — 
country. They are this autumn sending a student to the Chungking 
Theological Seminary, Mr. Isaac Peh. Mr. Wang Ming-hsioh of 
7 Wentangtsing, a Diocesan Church Extension worker, supported from 
Mission Funds, will be retiring at the end of September after over forty 
years’ service, first as ieee and thea as evangeust. A successor has 
yet been appointed, ° 


Day 18. Wanhsien. as 

; As has been before reported, the congregation is made up almost 
entirely of peoplé from other provinces, ministered to by Rev. Lin 
Cheng-fuh of jthe Hankow diocese. Congregations are good. On . 
Saturday evenings, quite a good Fellowship gathering is held in different 
homes in turn, Christian members introducing their non-Christian | 
friends. Recently a branch of the Y.M.C.A. has been launched, the 
moving spirit being Mr. Yii of the Central Bank, who is also one of our 


- Churchwardens. Mr. and Mrs. Robert have been spending a — — 


of time in the country at Luanshihkao. 
11 
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Day 19. Fengkieh. 


Though the place has not recovered by any means from the serious 
bombings of a few years ago, a group of Christians has held together 


well.. Every morning. about sunrise a dozen or so, mainly men, meet — ue 
for the reading of the Scripture Union portion and’ prayer together. 


They lack a local leader but have one who helps them considerably 
in Mr. Lo Chung-wen, an official in charge of a government office, a 

trained worker from Anhwei. At Yunyang and Yiinanch’ang there are 
keen Christians, but they greatly need leading and helping. We were 
very sorry to part with the Rev. T. M. Orr, whoge ministry in this 


‘pastorate was greatly appreciated; he has gone to join the staff of the 


Chungking Theological Seminary, where we also have the Rev. T. E. 
Benson already. 


The following “ ‘Notes ” from the West Séechwan Diocese: were 


sent by Rev. W. R. O. Taylor, who worked there some years ago and 


was later transferred to the Chekiang Diocese. He has been staying in 
Chengtu while waiting to get back to his own work. He says: “The 
order given is that of date of visiting the places—not of the prayer 


jist.” 


Day 23. 
June 20th—28th.’ Up early, after long rickshaw rides to the bus 


station outside the north gate, and with the help of friends of 


Deaconess Chow, I secured ticket AND a seat on the bus which left | 


at eight. It was a “make do and mend” affair, packed with people 


and luggage, and my seat—a narrow board tilting forward with sharp 
_ edge behind—became excruciating as the seven-hour ourney continued. 
' Weather however was perfect, no dust on a damp road‘and no sun. 


Arriving at three, I refreshed myself at a teashop and found the 
Mission House, and was warmly welcomed by Pastor and Mrs. Cheng 
T’ieh-hsia. The compound seems unchanged in every detail, and my 
room—with flowers, drinking-water, etc —as fresh and spotless as if | 


_ Mrs. Howden herself had been here. 


The city is extremely pleasant and shows changes all ‘for the 
better—wide streets well-avenuéd, no rubbish, no beggars, conveni- 
ences, wall retained and tidied up, and large well-developed park with 


athletic ground and Assembly Hall; but “ Drum Tower” and Litera- 


ture Tower have both come down to make way for traffic, of which 


there isn’t much yet. Also there-is no electricity yet, consequently 
- native oil lamps and no radios! But there is direct communication, — 


100 yards, between church door and school! Pastor Cheng has been 
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here ten years, after experience at Mienchuh and -Chengtu, and has 
an old and young Miss Cheng, Biblewomen, to help him. = 
... I Was struck immediately with the “friendly atmosphefe,” which — 
he told me he deliberately tries to promote. He has open house for | 
visitors, and many come in, among them the Mayor, who was baptized 
last year, and others of the gentry. Some of these were old students 
of mine when I was teaching English in Chengtu Colleges after the 
“evacuation ” in 1928. Through them I was invited to address the 
youth in no fewer than four of the ten Middle Schools now in this city. 
_ By them also I have been succulently entertained, on the principle; 
* The sprout does not forget its root,” and I have had the really great 
privilege of being shown by a gentleman over his private ‘‘ Buddhist 
Chapel” in his own home. He feels that the two religions do not 
clash in their highest teachings. Here is much food for thought. May 
he learn of Christ Himself and so come truly to God! | 
‘The School, Yoh Teh, is our vigorous institution here; it ts boys’ 
and girls’ Junior Middle, and is the only private middle school in the. 
city at present. The Principal is John Sung, graduate of Yenching 
University, and well-trained in S.K.H. principles under the‘late Bishop — 

Norris. He worked for some years in Bisho Gait en ? 
diocese of Shensi. He has now great plans for this , raising an 
endowment fund and seturing suitable property outside the city with | 
the object of re-establishing a Senior Middle Dept. I had the privilege — 
of addressing the teachers’ staff meeting, and the pupils on Sunday 
morning. There is no doubt they are proud of their connection with 
. Sherborne! Pastor T’ang, who remembers Rev. R. C. Taylor at 
Chong-chiang, has been appointed School Chaplain. He said that 30 
out of the 40 recent graduates were in his Bible Class; and it is his 
great desire that some among them may hear the Call to serve God 
in the Church. This is a vital need for which we should constantly 


i Saturday evening, the old Conference Hall was filled to listen 
to me describing England in war-time, and the subject brought us <all 
very closely together. The congregation on Sunday was good—with 
a number of young peoplée—considering “ market day” and heat. 

One School which I was invited to addfess was the large one now 
Situated on our former property on the South Hill. It was a thrill to 
have such a warm welcome from both staff and students ; about 500. 
were lined up in their soldierly uniforms and stood all through my 


remarks, interpreted by the English teacher. They included:some of - 


our Christian students taking their Senior Middle there. I was able ~ 
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to speak up for England, our deep desire to help’and understand China 
and to thank her, and was wonderfully helped, in closing, to show 
how Christ and His Spirit can strengthen such as they are, truly to serve - 
_ their country, There are some fine new buildings, but the old ones 
still stand, or, I should say, the Middle School only just, being propped 
_ up both in and out! I could not identify the Munns’ house, but we 
_ ‘were served refreshments in the Cooks’ sitting room! Athletic grounds - 
Hl as of yore, and trees beautifully grown. On leaving we visited the 
i} + Cemetery and felt that in due time something might be done to restore 
i fo full seemliness the graves in which we are specially interested, 


q Tt has been a tremendous joy, after so long, to meet old friends, 
+ and to give them news of those whom I met in England. The Rev. 
% © Wu K’ eh-ch’ang at 79 is well and keenly alive to all that is going on, 
but his sight is failing somewhat. He was very appreciative of ,the 
Duddingtons, as Mr. and Mrs. Wu Wen-chong are of the Munns! — 
They have altered Ifftle, but were bombed out of East Szechwan and a 
now live in the nearby country, while Mr, Wu teaches in the city Girls’ & 
if Middle School. They have a flourishing family of sons and both look ~— 
|. very well. Mr. Liang Yuin-fuh, one-time nurse in Mienchu Hospital 
ti has a well-established dispensary and a large “ practice.” He says God 
i has blessed him with nine children so far, and the whole family is 
devoted to the Lord. He has-come through much spiritually and is 
mow a real stand-by in the Church here. Mr. Ch’en Chi-sen, Church 
treasurer, was formerly at Longan, and his wife, Liu Teh-Chen, owes 
much, he says, to the Borehams in earlier days. He has a flourishing 
“hotel” in the town. Two other earnest Christians are the Munns’ 
“Lucia,” who now does-well keeping cows, and the Mowll# old servant, - 
Chen Chia-fuh, who has a foreign restaurant, where I have been twice 
entertained, and who faithfully reflects Mrs. Mowll’s excellent training. 
| . Those few days have given me an impression of the friendly 
: atmosphere prevailing here, a church—if small in numbers—supported 
by able and devoted “pillars,” great opportunities among officials, 
teachers, students ; vision and plans regarding the future, and great 
efforts to solve financial problems. Let us pray that the Church may. 
not lack spiritual power, and that the members may witness by life and 
lip to Christ living in them. 


Day 24. An-hsien. 
June 29th. I don’t think I shall ever forget the all-day rickshaw 
ride, to this well-known station. Summer heat shimmering over the 
_ Juscious green rice fields, snow streaks on the mighty Nine Peak moun- 
. fain away to the west, the coolie’s long, steady strides. 
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At the moment, owing to shortage of workers, this church sadly 
lacks a pastor, but a veritable “ mother in Israel,” Mrs. Liu, is a real 
God-send and the acknowledged leader. Her husband, a clergyman 
of the American Church Mission, has to be away teaching in Chengtu.. 

_ They are really refugees from the “occupied” Hankow diocese and 
will return there, they hope, before long. She is of “good family ” 
and before marriage was long and well trained as a Deaconess, and — 
is an able, resourceful, attractive personality. She was most kind to 

_ me all the time and speaks English quite naturally. A great tragedy fell 
on them when their eldest son, Ambrose, was drowned. while bathing 
about three years ago. Another son, Robert, is left to them, and several 
nice sisters. 

Other workers here are Mr. Chiang Yuin-ngai, an evangelist who 

was trained at Paoning, Mrs. Yiu, a younger worker from the C.I.M. 
district, and a retired clergyman, Rev. Wang Tsong-teh, who takes 

@ Communion for them in the absence of a pastor ; he now has a medici 

@~@~6___ shop and considerable skill, I believe. The Church Council kindly 
~ @ ~~ * ~anvited me to a meal and to attend their meeting afterward. They were 
anxious that I should not misunderstand the situation in connection with 
their church building. It seems that the Yoh-teh School moved here 
from Mienyang to get away from the bombing, and were partly accom- 
modated in the church, Meanwhile, services were held in a nice, large 
room, adequate for those who attend, and when the School returned 
to Mienyang, it seems that others came in temporarily who are now 
paying much too small a rent. The whole question weighs upon them 

-and is difficult to settle ; but they have great hopes of a pastor being 

appointed and that “ after the war” things will return to normal. This | 


should be made a matter of prayer. 


| was impressed with the ability of the Council members—the local 
_ postmaster and his wife, who is chairman of the M.S.L., a former evan- 
gelist now in the government, a doctor, a lady, Miss Yang, who is the | 
head of the Anhsien Women’s Society, and others.\.Some very old 
church members, Mr. and Mrs, Tuan, are faithful, and though they 
have trials, rejoice in having a son as one of our pastors now. It is a 
joy to greet these faithful old Christians: I might mention that there 
‘were many loving inquiries after Miss Edwards and joy that she is 
still in good health. . 
[ But the great thing about Anhsien i is the opportunity among young 
| people, of whom there are many about. Apart from preaching at Holy 
Goi ‘Communion on Sunday and a special meeting for members on Monday, - 
11 was eae to address no fewer than three schools as well asa special 
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' group of “ t’ai-t’ais” which Mrs. Liu had invited, the last to be instructed 


on how our British women serve the country in war-time! Mr. Liu, 
headmaster of the Anhsien Middle School, an R.C., honoured me by » 
Invitation to speak at the weekly Memorial Service to Dr. Sun; an 
impressive occasion and a real opportunity. Two teachers from this — 
school and two friends just entering university, came round a number 
of times for English Bible Class." They are not far from the Kingdom. 
May such friendships ripen into abiding union with Christ! Bishop 
Maxwell’s book, “ Confronted with Christ,” is being introduced among 


uly 5th. To reach this market of medicinal I had 
return again to Mienyang, as the little road through foothills was said 
to be unsafe from robbers! The journey was by mule cart on two 
bus-tyred wheels, quite comfortable for six people, including driver. 
The road runs by a big river, in parts as beautiful as the Thames 
between Reading and Didcot. My attention was called to a new irriga-. 
tion system which has put a large tract of land under rice cultivation 
which till recently grew Indian corn. Among the passengers was an 
old-fashioned “Chinese philosopher,’ who discoursed at length on 
P’an-ku and the ancients, then turned to me to explain our “ Ie-su 
P’u-sah ”. To my surprise, a lady asked me if I had any tracts or books, 
and very culpably I had not! However, she at once launched into a full 
and convincing account of our Lord’s birth and death and was listened. 
to with great attention. It turned out she was the daughter of a Bible-. 
woman. I prayed that the seed might be well-sown. 


The pastor is the well-loved Rev. Chi ng Po-ngai, a man of ripe 
spiritual experience. He has served in various places and was once 
chaplain to the Christian officer, Colonel T’ao, and his men. He told me 
that Mr. Callum was Me means of his conversion at the age of 15; 
also that Mr. Spreckley veloped him athletically, and he is immensely 
indebted to them both. A son is in the Army, another, who is lame, is — 
an artist and hopes to be able to earn his living by painting. But their 
sadness is the death of their daughter by drowning some years ago 


at Mienyang ; she was wading with a schoolmate (also daughter of an 


evangelist) ; they suddenly stepped into deep water and were not seen 
again alive. Mrs. Chang runs a school daily for 60 young children, 
while he teaches English hard in the Girls’ Middle School. Here I 


was welcomed by the Principal to give an address on England in war-. --——*4- 


time, but found it difficult to hold their attention at three on a hot 


summer’s afternoon. 
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We called together on a number of well-established Christians. 
The leader is Dr. Wu Yuin-kwang, formerly with -Dr. Lechler at 


M ienchuh, who now has his own dispensary in the church buildings, 


but he is developing a “five year plan” for opening by stages his own 
hospital. May God enable him, and others like him, to do this work in. 
the spirit of the old missionary hospital! Another remarkable Chinese 
doctor of the old school, an earnest Christian, Mr. Chang, told me he 
was a “resigned bandit”. Four Christian shop-keepers are willing for 
| street-preaching to take place outside their shops in the evenings. There 
is a regular plan, seats are placed, everybody helps, hymns and pictures 
are hung, and the Gospel is preached to an attentive audience, It was 
a joy to take part. Several of the Christians always meet ‘together the 
first thing for “ Morning Watch.” 

The Sunday Morning Service coincided with the celebration of the 
Double Seventh, beginning the ninth year of China’s war. It was a 
privilege to preach on this occasion, and to try to show that in Christ 
there is sufe ground for understanding and mutual help among the 
nations. Mr. Chang played the hyms on his violin. It is a fine church, 
built by Mr. Callum, and will soon be beautified by curtains and a 
plain cross provided by money given by American Air Force Christians 
at Kwanghan. | 
-_- J Jeft Chong-pa by mule cart in drenching rain, and had the com- 
_ pany of a bright Christian man called Fu Hsien-chong, who had been 
Miss Fug!’ s servant’ for years, He also preached the Gospel in a clear 


and winsome way and was given thoughtful attention. Thank God for | 


the witness of the Christians themselves ! 


26. Teh-yang. 
: July 11th. This city is a Cc. M.S station, inseparably connected 
with the name of Mr. Seward, whose grave, eight li from the city, I was 
unable to visit as there were Tobbers in the neighbourhood! On two 
_ nights we heard shots and were told that kidnappers were about! 

Heavy rain delayed me a day at Mienyang as no bus was running ; 
but it cleared up by evening. Next day, though early at the bus station, 
none were running ; - but the Pastor sent me with his son to a certain 
Wang t’ai-t’ai, who kept an inn nearby and who knew various drivers 
of trucks, from one of whom I might obtain a “hitch” to Teh-yang. 
Sure enough, within an hour I was seated between two nice men and 
- flying along in comfort—such a contrast from the journey out from 
_Chengtu. They picked up students and soldiers trudging the road ‘also, 


__ and about 3 p.m. I was delivered safely as a friend and nothing what- 


ever to pay. Wonderfully generous courtesy ! | 
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- The Pastor here, Rev. Tuan Sheng-en, B.A., it was a special joy 


_ tto meet, as he was one of the schoolboys whom we taught at Mienyang 


20 years ago. His wife laid herself out for my comfort, and he to make 
opportunities to meet people, especially the student ‘class. He is 
up-to-date in his outlook on the work, alive to possibilities, and simply 
LONGS for a young missionary to be his colleague, a happy couple if 


available! He told me how he was once yery ill, but heard the Lord’s 


voice restoring him to life and service and so set himself to become a 
pastor, He is the sort of man who might well visit England some day, 
to our mutual benefit. 


Two Bible-women are here, Mrs. Wei, who was one of Miss Wells’ ise 


colleagues at the Women’s Bible School, and Mrs. Tai, who had just 
received news of her mother’s death after long weakness, and was being 


called by the family (who are not-Christians) to return home, Mr. 


Tuan took me into consultation, and after prayer we suggested that she 
should go home now; then, if after two weeks she could not return 
happily, she should lay down the work for a time, perhaps a year or 
two, during which her family might be influenced to consent to her 
continuing again in due course. Please remember her in prayer. We 


met also a former evangelist, Mr. Wu Yuin-ngai, who now keeps a 
medicine mop: and gives help as he can. A son of his is a flier at the 
front. 

During my short Visit bias groups of very attractive schoolboys 
kept coming in, What an opportunity for a young man! They were 
on holiday, the schools having closed ; and, as many of them were from 
*‘ occupied ” areas in the east, they had no homes to go to. They were 
quite insatiable, and four separate times I talked in English (they like 
to hear English), interpreted by Mr. Tuan, and. we sang the lovely 


_ poetry of the Union Hymnal, The Tuan home is open to these lonely 


lads and the Lord is the centre of the friendship. Unfortunately the 
school is moving elsewhere this autumn, but schoolboys abound! Being 
a graduate himself of the modern kind, a number of similar ple 
were constantly calling, Mr. Hsii, a Senior School Inspector, Dr. P’en, 
of the local Health Centre, other doctors, a Mr. T’ang—government 
official—till quite recently opposed to us but now making approaches. 


_ “The town is said to be “ full of graduates,” and Mr. Tuan feels there 


is a harvest to be reaped, if only he had a missionary fellow-worker. 
‘There, is no space to write of others, or of the Sunday Service in the 


_ worshipful church, built by Mr. Seward. One dignified old gentleman, 


a ripe Christian named Mr. Li, is a pillar of the church here, and was 
brought up on the Bible in the C.I.M. Church at Han-chong. 
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‘Day 25. Mien-chu. 


July 17th. Regretfully leaving Teh-yang’ s lovely Drum Tower, as 
the day was cool the 70 li by rickshaw to Mien-chu was done by lunch 
time. I was looking forward very much to this visit for two reasons : 
first, because I had actually been pastor here for the end of the year 
1926 ; also because the present pastor, like Mr. Tuan, was an old Mien- 
yang schoolboy of my time there. He is Rev. Fu P’ei-chih, son of the 
evangelist at Huei-ch’en, and has had three years’ training at the Central 
Theological School at Nanking. He was married only last year to a 
daughter of the one-time Sintu evangelist, Lin Tsen-i, a fully trained 
nurse. They gave me their own best room, the use of their wedding 
presents, including the embroidered p’uh-kai, insisted on continual hot 
baths, washed all my clothes and gave me lovely things to eat, including 
two bowls of milk a day and sliced tomatoes ad lib. The secret of the 
milk was the two Christian families, Ch’eng and Tai, both of whom 
keep cows and thrive on it! It was a joy to meet them both, | 

Mr. Moh Hsii-kwang, the evangelist of my time, was, I am sorry | 
to say, quite ill, and though he returned from hospital somewhat better, . 


jt is an old trouble and incapacitates him for strenuous work. He has 


a record of many years’ faithful service, His brother, Moh Yin-hong, 
quite an English scholar, is the local Postmaster, and rents two of the 
compound buildings for the Post Office. The Bible-woman is Mrs. 

Chao, who looks very well and hearty. Dear old Mrs. Chen, the 
retired B.W., asked affectionately after “Miss Wang,” who I take to be 
‘Miss Walmsley. 
| Mienchu requires much more space than 1 is avaliable I can only — 
‘just mention the HOSPITAL, connected with the names of Doctors 
Squibbs, Lechler and others later. . There it stands, with its busy, happy 
staff under enthusiastic Dr. H. H. Chang, ploughing its way through a 
perfect sea of “wen-t’'i” (problems) of all kinds. Since our time, 
buildings have been added and all open space is covered with vegeta- 
tion of all useful sorts ; many are the undoubted “ improvements,” all 
of which I was shown ; a tennis court serves as an open space for social 
gatherings, especially one which I attended on Saturday evening and: — 
addressed, quite the. happiest Christian Endeavour Meeting I can re-. 
member, Mrs. Chang is one of Bishop Song’s daughters, and their 
bright child, Jeannie, and the doctor’s father (a theological professor 
of the Baptist. Mission at Sian), all joined in giving me a delightful 
weekend which I shall long remember. Dr. Chang’s GREAT NEED is 
a doctor colleague and an additional sister from home. Can anything 
be done about it? 
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Anicas a number of Christians one met was old Mr. Liu Hsien-en, 


now 72. He remembers past workers, Mr. Hamilton and others, and 


has seen the work through many a crisis, including the difficult negotia- 


. tons concerning the death of Messrs. Watt and Whiteside, in 1923, 


and the kidnapping of the Mowlls and party, in 1925. He shares with 


‘Mr. Moh the lay leadership of the church. An interesting man was © 


Mr. Kung, head of a government orphanage, a descendant of Con- 
fucius, He knows the Duddingtons, and invited me to speak to the 
children and to a nice meal afterwards. Mrs. Chao’s son, a trained 
maje nurse, has a dispensary on the main street, and «a considerable 
practice which he intends to develop in new premises which he showed 


us. Pray that helpful relationships may be established with the main 
hospital. It seems natural that young men so trained should set up for | 


‘themselves where the need of medical work is so great. 

Mr. Fu and I spent two days at Hsiu-Shui-Ho, going on bicycles, 
a visit which I trust was useful. As I left he received news that his — 
brother in the Army, recently returned from Burmah, had been killed 


- jinan accident, and he was arranging to go and see the old parents. It 


‘was a joy to worship once more in Mr. Caldwell’s beautiful church— 


worship in which the sparrows joined 84:3! 


Day 27. Kwang-han. 
July 26th. This place was formerly called Han-chow, and with Sin-tu — 


is associated in the minds of the older Christians with Mr. Hamilton. I 


looked forward to coming for two reasons: first, because the Church 
there, under God’s blessing, has been through a time of revival and > 
purifying ; also for the chance of visiting and thanking personally the 


: American Air Force Chaplain for the generous gifts made through him — 


to our churches ‘in the Diocese, as J had promised various pastors to do. 
The journey of 90 li was. by rickshaw on a-very hot day via Shih- 
fang, which is attached to Mien-chu parish. Mr. Fu came with me on 


his bike and had called the Christians together, about 20, for a meeting. 


It all seemed such a rush and I wish J could have stayed. The leader 
is Mr. Hsieh, another “male nurse dispenser,” also a family named 
Ch’en, refugees from Hupeh, the man a bank manager, who kindly gave 


me lunch. On arrival in Kwang-han they gave me comfortable quarters 
in the Rudds’ flat which I greatly appreciated. 


The Rev. C. S. Wang is a kindly, devoted, experienced ‘pastor, 
whom I do not remember meeting before as he was then working at 
Mao-chow among the mountains. He was trained at Nanking, and 


his wife -at- the Women’s School, and they have a delightful family 
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“of five. Mr. Ch’ii, trained at Chengtu Theological School, seems a | 
promising ordinand ; and Mrs. Ho an ideal Bible-woman. They all 

. were most kind and made me very much at home; in fact, there 
seemed a happy family spirit among the Christians here which made 
‘contact with them easy. I took morning prayers, attended by several 
from outside, and on Saturday evening several Christian families. 
gathered in the courtyard of the old compound, when we sipped tea 
and nibbled pips, and I gave my talk on England in War-time ! - 

On Saturday morning the Pastor and I visited the Air Base on 
bicycles and there met the genial and ‘enthusiastic Chaplain Peaden ; 
- he introduced us to Colonel Cahill, who expressed himself most kindly 
_ towards missionary work. I was hoping to meet Sgt. John Karutz, who | 
gave his testimony at the famous bi-lingual service on Whitsunday, but 

_ he had “ moved on” elsewhere. Mr. Peaden said his boys “fell for” 

Bishop Maxwell and they had collected U.S, $2,600, which had been | 
distributed to various churches “ irrespective of faith”; surely a welcome | 

‘and very generous expression of their’ missionary spirit! Many letters 
of thanks had been received. The Chaplain invited Mr. Ch’ii and 
me to supper on Sunday night ang at the Vesper Service afterwards he 
asked me to tell about our work to the 30 present, I shall long re- 

member this Service. 

 @ _ The Service on Sunday was in the beautiful new cdi converted 

a from an Ancestral Hall, letting in light and air through thoroughly 
‘Chinese lattice windows. Though market-day, more than 100 were 
present, and several had walked up to 20 li (in one case more), and 
would have to walk home again. Some of these have lunch together. 

_ The M.S.L. members here have thank-offering money boxes, and when . 
I asked why some were smaller than others, it seems that some com- 
plained that the bgxes were not large enough! Here they sing psalms 
and Scripture verses very tunefully and with real feeling ; -I wished it 

were: possible for our home people to hear them. | 

| The Pastor kindly gave a dinner to some of the leading Christians, 
among whom was Mr. James Yin, son of Mr. Ernest Yin, who is the 
spirit behind the Holy Light School at Chungking, modelled after the 
C.I.M. School at “Chefoo.” Another family named Tong has four 
generations of Christians. All inquire with anxious affection after Mr. 

and Mrs. [eo who have worked so long and fruitfully in this 


station. 


Day 29. | 
July 31st. ‘I have Gia this station ever since spending a 


. 
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weekend here with Rev. R. C. Taylor 21 years ago when, travelling 
from Chengtu, we had safely passed though a bandit village on a hill 


‘top when we espied a man on his back in a field. R. C. T. insisted on 


succouring, him with the “ oil and wine” which like a good missionary 


he carried on him, and later brought the man safely into the city. The 


Good Samaritan indeed! The first 30 li of the 120 to-day was by 


rickshaw ; the remaining 90—as I could not get a huakan under $6,000 
-—I walked and enjoyed it, the weather and scenery being perfect. 


There is actually a missionary in Chong-chiang, rather rare these days, 
Miss Elder, who looked after me most kindly during my stay. 

-. The pastor is Rev. Lin Tsen-chih who was trained at the well- 
known Theological College at Teng-hsien, Shantung. He is well-read, 


- energetic and able, and besides Miss Elder, is assisted by a senior Bible-. 
~ woman, Mrs. Li, and a young catechist, Mr. Hwang, who told me he 


was greatly influenced by Bishop Maxwell’s “ farmers’ Bible schools” 
of some years ago. Valuable help in Services is given by Rev. Chu 


_ Yuin-hsi, a senior clergyman formerly of Tehyang and Chongpa but 


now retired—according to himself somewhat prematurely. The Pastor’s 


_wife also is a great worker, and a theological nesnuecities refugee from 


Honan—helps ‘too. 
The day begins with morning prayers at seven, ‘aad in the evening 


-after supper, and three or four times a week, always on market days, 


the preaching hall is opened,. It was a great pleasure to take part -in 
this work, but especially to realise that there is no lack of preachers 
and of witness og, the part of the Christians. Country people fill the 
little hall and listen with attention to the message of God’s love in Christ, 
the true Light which banishes superstition. One speaker said,“ Devils 


fear light!” There is no doubt that seed is being sown, by converted 


and convinced sowers, which will in time bear fruit, _ | 
One of the leading Christians, a Mr. Chang, is well-known to 


readers of “The Bulletin” as the keeper of the “Jesus mien” shop. 


He closes on Sundays,and does better now in six days than he formerly 
did in seven. His mien is particularly good and he freely witnesses to 


his customers—hence the term “Ie-su mien.” He is now. 76, but is 
_ strong of voice and active in preaching at the street chapel. Thank 


God for him! Another different type is Dr. Li who, with his mother, 
is from Paoning (now Langchung), for many years the headquarters © 
of Bishop Cassels. He was a boy i in the Mission School there and has 
interesting reminiscences of his missionary teachers. | 

It is saddening to find that opium is still 4 hindrance to some who 


a seem anxious to become Christians but cannot ask for baptism till that 
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is dealt with. One such young man was introduced to me by Miss 
Elder ; he brought his N.T. into my room and showed remarkable 
knowledge of the way of salvation, We had prayer-together, he 
praying as well, and when I urged him to decide he said he had been 
“studying Christianity ” for five years! Please pray that the Pastor 
and Miss Elder may be given power to deal with him for God's glory. | 


_ Another man, whose wife is a very bright Ch _ 1s almost a Ch 
tian also. | 
The church was nearly full for the Communion Service on Sunday | 
morning, about 80 communicating. A number came from a distance, 
and could not stay for the later afternoon Service at which Mr. Lin 
_asked me to speak on the Church in England during the war. No 
bombs have fallen here and their sympathy with us over our bombed 
churches is very real, Miss Elder told me of many instances of 
encouragement in the women’s work which I urged her to ‘ * write 


home about.” 


Day 28. Smm-tu. | 
| August 8th. I returned to Kwanghan over the lovely road by 
hua-kan, the pastor having engaged one at the normal cost which is now 
$3,000! Mr. Ch’ii took me to see the Duke Fang Stone, thought to be 
a Nestorian relic. At the last moment he lent me Mr. Donnithorne’s 
full and painstaking account of the claim of Kwanghan to have been 
the scene of a Nestorian Church, which unfortunately there was not 
time to read, On Wednesday I went by rickshaw on a very slushy road 
the 50 li to Sin-tu, and arrived just before a terrific aan aire of rain, 
the worst (they say) for some 40 years ! : 
‘Here I was most warmly welcomed. by the veteran Pastor and 
Mrs. Keo and daughters. He is 74 and both are hale and hearty and 
may see many years yet. He is a Paoning man, was one of Bishop 


- Cassels’ workers (as my father was), knew Mr. Wupperfelt at Kahsien 


and worked also at Kueifu. He saw Hudson Taylor at Chungking 
in 1898, has of course been taken by robbers, experienced the days of 
“inflation ” in Chiirch membership after the Boxer year, and now in — 
these times the comparative “depression.” Twenty-five years ago he — 
transferred to the C.M.S. district, first to Chong-pa and Mien-yang, and 
now has been at Sin-tu for 12 years. An eventful career! My visit 
provoked many old memories and he brought out all his old photos, — 
_ to the delighted interest of his large family of fine daughters, the 
youngest still at sch The only son, P’ing-an, was killed some years 
— ago by robbers while driving a car ; but he has some good sons-in-law. 
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- Owing to heavy rain during my viele, and the students being on 

holiday, I was only able to pay a few calls on the local Christians. | 
Most of them, however, live away in the country, Several young 
people I met appreciated most highly Miss Jones’ work and all are 
longing for her return, There is a comparatively young Bible-woman, 


Mrs. T’ang; and here I might mention the deep concern that is felt 


over the Women’s School at Mien-yang being now closed down, and 
thus no women workers being trained, yet so very badly needed. 

I shall always remember my visit to Sin-tu for Dr. Chu bursting s 
into..my room one morning and announcing the outbreak of war 
between Russia and Japan ; to be followed the very next morning by 


_ the astounding news of Japan’s surrender! Many crackers were let 


off; but it was difficult to know what to believe or think ; except for us 
Christians deep thankfulness to God. Mr. Keo kindly asked me to 


_ preach the first Victory sermon, and I was given what I trust was an 
| — message on Hebrews 13:8. The church bell—not rung for 


years, unless for an air-raid—duly sounded out again, and the Pastor 
offered a special prayer of thanksgiving. - What a burden is lifted now 


from us all! We finished the day singing hymns. | 
The two great sights of Sin-tu are the well-known Buddhist ties es 


called Pao Kwang Si and the celebrated park called Kuei Hu, where 
there are scores of fragrant cinnamon trees and a huge lake of lotuses. 
The temple is partly used by a Military School, many pupils of which 


are known to Miss Jones, some having becomie Christians. Among 
‘much of great interest is a large scroll-writing by the one-time war- 


lord, Wu P’ei-fu, extolling the various religions, among which Chris- 


| tianity: is included, One feels that Buddhism is like a large sponge, 
quite willing to absorb anything it comes across! . 


On Sunday, Mr. Song, head of a branch of the Chenetu Excise, 
a Methodist Christian, kindly invited us to a very delicious dinner, and 
chose for its place a little summer-house right in the midst of the ‘park 
water lilies and reached by a winding path from the bank. An 
opportunity of this kind comes to a missionary, but it is impossible to 
convey to friends at home any adequate i impression of it; the Chinese 
setting—t’ing-tsi, lotus lake, bamboos, the various dishes, the Chinese 
courtesy and ways, above all the sense of oneness in Christ and His © 
Cause which finds word-expression i in the long Grace. It was a beautiful — 
ending to one’ s journey through the parishes. . 
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to notes: s about their work here, but will give you 
my impressions instead. 
There are two centres, the University and the City. The Univesity 
“set up” must be quite familiar to readers of the Bulletin—the two 
dormitories, the houses east of the Clock Tower where the Sargeants 
and the S.K.H, members of staff live, the other participating missions 
grouped about the leafy campus. During the war no fewer than four 
other Christian Universities have been sharing the campus with the - 
West China Union University, to whom it belongs. Can you imagine 
the problems? And yet all have forged steadily ahead in face of all 
difficulties. There are some 150 C.H.S.K.H. students and staff in all the 
colleges, who have certain services of their own and special activities ; 
at the same time joining in the united spiritual life of the whole body. 
: The City centre at P’i-fang-kai began about 1910 with the old 
Students’ Hostel, no longer needed‘for this purpose. . There are plans 
for the future, but at present there is the neat little church of St. John 
the Evangelist and residences of the Bishops, missionaries and other 
workers. Dr. S. Holth is the pastor and has gathered a varied and 
_ regular congregation, drawn by the church activities, which are centred 


3 : © in the beautiful service on Sunday mornings. Though small, the church 


is in the middle of the city and thus conveniently situated both for 
attendance at Bible Classes and visiting. The student element is large 
as Dr. Holth does much teaching and has also developed the musical 


». _ side of the services. The voluntary choir is ably led and trained, and 


its members are truly consecrated in the service they render. The 
result is a service combining simplicity and sincerity, order and beauty, 
adoration and (through the ministry of the Word) vital inspiration— 
real strengthening for the service of the coming week. 

It has been a great joy to me to meet Bishop Song again after many 
years. This is not the place for an article on him, h much 
might be said of great interest about his career, character, and outlook 
- on Church problems and Christian opportunities in China to-day. — 
Let us thank God for him and all our Chinese leaders, giving them 


wholeheartedly all the comradeship and confidence and help of every 
kind—in prayer, in money and in personnel—that we can. SAA 
_.On the present occasion of victory over Japan, the Bishop has 
' just sent a letter to the clergy, which starts by expressing ‘great joy 
that after China’s eight long years, the war is over, the power of evil 
having been defeated according to God’s eternal purpose. God is 
speaking to the world and people high and low have the chance to 
_ repent and so bring benefit out of the enormous sacrifice of the war. 
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Our rejoicing (which is must not. be just but must 
make us alive to the weaknesses, shortcomings and sins of our 
countries (he is speaking particularly of China). We Christians are 
___few and do not hold great responsibility and power, but the Lord 
~ ealls us the world’s salt and light, so we must not be afraid. We must 
/ rededicate every part of our lives to God, give the “five loaves and 
two fishes ” to Him, and He will make them enough and to spare for 
‘all. Special services are to be held in all the Churches where the | 
message of his letter is to be passed on. — | 

___ Writing of our Chinese Bishops, it, may not be well known that 

- Bishop E, S. Yii, who was consecrated in May, 1942, to be Assistant 
Bishop of Shanghai, died there in April, 1944. His wife and grown-up 
family decided to‘come to Free China and have only recently arrived 
in Chengtu. They have had a long, exhausting, perilous journey and 
have now to face the difficulties of dife in Free China, one of the most — 

_ serious of which is house-shortage. Now that peace has come—let us — 
- hope and pray and work TO STAY—amillions will be returning to 
myself to Chekiang. 


DAY OF PRAYER & GIFTS and ANNUAL MEETING. 


Room of the Bible House, Queen Victoria Street, on the afternoon — 
of the Day of Prayer and Gifts,-May 30th, 1945, the Rev. Preb. H. W. 
Hinde being in the chair. The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. J. H. Wenham, — 
presented the audited accounts and balance sheet for the past financial 
he year, which showed that (including proceeds of sale of £100 War Loan 
Te stock) a total of £675 had been sent to the Bishops in China during | 
- the year, this being £215 more than in the preceding 12 months. 
~. A Most interesting account of work in the West Szechwan Diocese 
was given by Deaconess E. L. Stewart (C.M.S.), who pointed out 
that Szechwan is now the centre of China politically and Chengtu the 
easiest place to reach by air. She spoke of the important effect on the 
Christian Church created by the advent of thousands of refugees from 
other parts of China, and of the problems created by the increasingly 
high ‘cost of living, which meant that some people had become very © 
wealthy while others with fixed incomes, such as the clergy and church 
‘workers, were very poor. An encouraging feature was the Christian 
Homes Movement, seeking to reach the whole family, fathers, mothers 
Gi} and children. She also gave instances of the remarkable opportunities. 
ig in the student work, especially among the refugee students. 


> 


‘The Annual Meeting of the D.A.W.C. was held in the Committee _ a 
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At the close of her talk, Deaconess .Stewart led the meeting in 
thanksgiving and prayer for Western Szechwan and, after the singing 
of a hymn, the Rev. W. A. Martin (C.I.M.), recently returned from 
_ the East Szechwan Diocese, suggested topics for praise and prayer in 
connection with the work there, stressing especially the need for seal 
- spiritual renewal. He then closed the meeting. 


The collection at the meeting amounted to £8 3s, 6d. and other 


contributions for the Day of Prayer and Gifts to £64 3s. 3d. — 


a total of £72 6s, 9d. 


STATEMENT BY HON. TREASURER. 


The accounts for the year 1944-45 again give cause for thankful- 


ness to God for His many mercies to our Association, for although 
the amounts received on our Day of Prayer and Gifts showed a small 
decline of £6, our general subscriptions and donations were increased 
by £40, while our earmarked gifts were just maintained. So, by draw- 
ing rather heavily on our balance at the bank and by selling a further 
£100 of our slender Reserve Fund, we were able to devote £675 to the 
work on the Field, an increase of £215 on the previous year. 


_ The exchange rate, which for some years had been “ pegged ” at 
an artificially low figure, has now been freed, so that every pound we 
-Temit produces a far larger number of Chinese dollars. But, alas! the 
cost of living in China appears to be rising even faster than the 
exchange, so that our needs remain as great as, or greater than, ever. 
a Now that the war is over, we have great cause for thankfulness. 

As a token of thanksgiving for God’s mercy to us, would not many 
of.us care to send a special gift to meet the endless pressing needs of 
our fellow-Christians in China? 


I would again venture to remind our ‘tania subscribers of the 
advantages accruing both to the Association and to themselves by 


entering into seven year covenants. By means of these covenants we © 


are able to recover from the Inland Revenue income tax at 10/- in the £, 
which in effect means that for each £1 promised to us under a seven- 
year covenant, we actually receive £2. Miss Hughes-Hallett will gladly 
‘supply the necessary forms to those friends who would like to double 
their contributions to our funds at-no cost to themselves. 


But in our gifts and in our prayers may we each be willing to 


show a spirit of sacrifice. | 
J. H. WENHAM, Hon. Treasurer 
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PERSONAL NOTES. 


‘Coumsilitliiee to the Rev. W. H. C. and Mrs. Sinead on the 
birth of a daughter, Katherine Irene, on April 9th, 1945, at Kalimpong, 
India. Also to the Rev. F. A. and Mrs. Skinner on the birth of a son, 
Raymond Frederick, on April 19th, 1945, at Calcutta, India. Also to 
Mr. and Mrs, J. R. Mulrenan on the birth of a daughter, Phyllis Sally, 
on May 27th, 1945, at Bristol, England. Mr. Simmonds hopes shortly 
to return to China, 
| Congratulations to Dr. Maddox on his es to Dr. Catherine 
| The Rev. T. M. Orr has been loaned to the staff of the Chungking 
: Theological Seminary (Principal, the Rev. Marcus Cheng), and will 

start his work there in September. ea 
Dr. M. W. B. Gray left Chungking « on July 13th to join Mrs. Gray 
and Gordon in India and to proceed on furlough. _- 


The Rev, C. B. and Mrs. Hannah, now in Australia, are awaiting 


passages to England, © 

The Rev. T. E. Lloyd, on furlough, has accepted a living at Mark- 
field, Leicester. 

The Rev. H. G. lif has also taken the living at Ponyhill, Bude, 
Cornwall. 

Miss Hilda Wilson has left the Diocese, having joined the Friends’ 
Mission in Chengtu. 

The Rev. and Mrs. J. Rudd are in India, the former having taken 
a temporary chaplaincy near Darjeeling. | 
Miss B, Jackman has been undergoing treatment ‘m hospital for — 
colitis, but hopes 1 eh to get back to West Szechwan, taking a purse 
recruit with her, 
Mrs. Knights has also been in hospital, undergoing a second opera- 


tion, but is now making a good recovery. She and Dr. Knights are not 
| likely to return to China at present. ; 


“Miss Grace Belcher has had an operation for removal of her 
appendix, and afterwards developed thrombosis, but is now out of 
hospital. She also hopes to get back to West Szechwan before long. 


The Rev. Arnold Lee and Miss Nash have arrived safely in Chengtu 
for language study. “The Rev. W. J. Haynes, from Australia, nee to 
fly to Chengtu from Calcutta. 


_ Mr. and Mrs. Saerwoed have a son, born i in August. 
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PRAYER CYCLE. 


_ EASTERN SZECHWAN: 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 
KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 


PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YE 


YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’TH. 


. KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 


TACHU. 
TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 


. WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 


LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. | 
KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN, 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN: _ 


UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


MOWCHOW. 
P’ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU. 
CHONGPA. 

MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). | 
ANHSIEN. 


TEHYANG. 
KWANGHAN ‘(HANCHOW). 
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29. CHONGKIANG. 
30/ CHENGTU. | 


PRAYER ROR WESTERN CHINA. 


At MIGHTY God, the Father of our \ Bord Jesus Christ, we 
thank Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto 
Thyself by the precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the 
gift of Thy sanctifying Spirit. May we show our love to 
Thee by loving the souls for whom Christ died, and by 
secking to make known His glorious salvation throughout 
the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
blessing upon . Thy servants, the: Bishops and pastors of Thy 
flock in Western China, and all who are associated -with 
them in their work for Thee: May Thy presence be with | 
our missionary brethren and sisters who are seeking to 
bring the knowledge of Thee to those who know Thee not. 
May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their work and 
bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray 
also for those who know Thee not that they may be drawn 
_ by the cords of Thy Fatherly love to faith mm our Lord 
_ Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and pray together 
for the return of our King to Lapras His- Everlasting | 
Kingdom. 

Finally, we pray that Thou and 
all who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
_ anxiety; cheer and encourage all who are in special need of 
‘Thy help; and bring both them and us Thy 
‘Kingdom, through Jesus our Lord. 


> 


Dhe Bulletin is issued three times a year, and is sent 

_ free of charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the © 

_ funds of the Diocesan Association. Others who wish | 
for the Magazine can obtain it from the Organising © 
Secretary. Miss F. Hughes-Hallett, Kienning. Wood- 
cote Avenue, Wallington, Surrey, on payment of 2/- 
per annum (to include postage). Subscriptions to the 
Magazine are now due. 
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